






Left to right - ?, Cecil Gregory, William Boxall, Mr Reid, Mr Blundell, Mr Hill



Ivy Gregory later described the building 
as “pleasing to the eye”, having 4 
bedrooms, and a flour storeroom on 
the first floor, 3 living rooms and a very 
nice bay window with 4 or 5 long panes 
for the shop where there were rows of 
glass jars containing sweets and cakes.  
She described the bakehouse next door 
with the flour store to which the sacks 
of flour were pulled up from a cart 
below which was drawn by a pair of 
huge cart horses. The oven was fuelled 
with wood and the dough made by 
hand. (Info from Twenty Centuries in 
Sedlescombe by Beryl Lucey)



















Annie & Wallace Gregory seated with behind l-r Cecil Gregory, unknown, Reg Hilder 
with Ivy Gregory who married in 1924 (this photo was in an album belonging to Jim 

Davies’s grandparents.  Jim painted the Sedlescombe Parish Map in 1994 and lived in 
March in Cambridgeshire!).

GREGORY’S TEMPERANCE TEA GARDENS c1925







BAKER, CECIL GREGORY IS SKIPPER OF SEDLESCOMBE 1930 FOOTBALL TEAM

“Cecil Gregory, the popular Sedlescombe skipper, has a 
long and honourable playing career for the club. He 
has been assisting them ever since 1919 and call recall 
many thrilling struggles in Sedlescombe League 
football. Tall and well built, with a strong kick, and an 
exceptionally safe pair of hands, he has deservedly 
achieved the reputation of being one of the soundest 
goalkeepers in the district. In addition, he is a very 
good emergency back, in which position he has put  up 
some fine games for Sedlescombe.  Cecil is a splendid 
sportsman and win or lose he has always been the 
clean type of player who is respected by his 
opponents.

“He is of the opinion that Sedlescombe have a very 
useful side this season and believes that they will put 
up a good showing in their new sphere of activity in 
the Hastings League.”



CALL AT

GREGORY’S MOTORS
SEDLESCOMBE
For comfortable Cars

PETROL.   TYRES.   OILS

BATTERIES CHARGED AND 
REPAIRED

Prompt Service    Fair Charges

Our Tea Gardens are Noted for 
Sumptuous Teas

SEDLESCOMBE FOLK WERE KEPT FULLY AWARE OF ALL THAT 
GREGORY’S WERE DOING THROUGH THEIR ADVERTS IN THE  SEDLESCOMBE PARISH MAGAZINES





THE BABY OR THE CAR?  WHY NOT BOTH?

THE BABY AUSTIN
Is the most tractable and well behaved child, aways welcomed by all your friends, and voted 

the sweetest little darling they’ve seen. 
It runs about all day long, and comes home without either croaks, groans or squeaks. 

Neither is it impetuous, shy or precocious.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADOPT ONE OF THESE WONDERFUL BABIES, SEND US A DEPOSIT 

AND WE WILL REGISTER IT INTO YOUR FAMILY RIGHT NOW.
Cash price £145. Deferred Payments willingly arranged.

Catalogues and free demonstrations with please by

GREGORY’S MOTORS, SEDLESCOMBE

ANY MAKE OF CAR SUPPLIED on part exchange or deferred payments.



The Bridge Garage when called “Hilders Garage”. T R Hilder (Reg), who was married to Wallace Gregory’s daughter Ivy Laura, 
ran the garage in the 1930s.  Ken Stubberfield worked with him and later took over the garage.  Reg Hilder’s son Gerald was 
born in the flat over the garage in 1932 and in 2020 was still living in Northiam.  Reg Hilder was regularly asked to collect cars 
after accidents at the Paygate Corner involving crashes into the Paygate Bungalow.



Wallace Gregory and his son Cecil were always up-to-date.  These are examples of what they were up to in 1922 in 
the relatively-early days of motoring.

A LONDON TRIP – An interesting trip to London was enjoyed by the employees of Mr W L Gregory of the 
Sedlescombe Bakery and Tea Rooms, and friends on Tuesday.  Numbering about thirty, the party travelled in a 
motor-coach, and reached the Metropolis about 11.30.  The Zoological Gardens and Madam Tussaud’s 
Waxworks were the two principal attractions visited. The return journey was begun about 6.30, and a stop was 
made at Tonbridge, Sedlescombe being reached again shortly before 11 pm, after an extremely pleasant day.

DON’T RISK YOUR LIFE on a shaky bike.  Let us repair it.  Our price and work will stand comparison.  New 
machines from £5 10s.  All makes of Motor Cycles and Cars supplied.  Tyres, Oil, Petrol and Benzol –
GREGORY, MOTOR ENGINEER, SEDLESCOMBE.   ‘Phone 1Y2, Battle.



18th CENTURY OLD BAKERY COTTAGES REFURBISHED BY DENNIS THOMAS IN 1985



In the 1980s, Bakery 
House Antiques was 
operating at the old 
bakery shop.  Mollie 
Wagstaff made lovely 
cushions which she 
displayed in the shop 
window.

This photo was taken in 1985, just before Dennis Thomas started work on the property



LOAF 
COTTAGE

THE OLD 
BAKERY 
HOUSE

The name “Loaf 
Cottage” was a great 
choice for the old shop. 
The shape of the sign 
made by Julia Chapman 
echoing the cottage 
loaves that were once 
both baked and sold at 
Gregory’s bakery.  Julia 
remembers the bakery 
well.



This was the old tearooms (once thatched) just before 
they were demolished by Dennis Thomas in 1986.  
They had recently been used as offices and Kath 
Meadows from The Manse, Chapel Hill, worked there.



In the 1970s, Gregory’s bakery had been sold to a company called 
“Betabake”.  No longer was delicious bread made on site but the 
site had become a distribution centre for steamed factory-made 
bread.  Work started extremely early and the coming and going of 
umpteen lorries was very disturbing to neighbours who lobbied the 
Parish Council to get this business closed down.  Eventually, this is 
what happened, and Dennis Thomas built a small estate of 
bungalows on the land.



Dennis Thomas was always keen to name his 
properties and estates to help remember people 
who had lived there in the past.

The chosen name “GREGORY WALK” was of course 
most appropriate.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The images in this presentation come from the Sedlescombe Archive Collection 
which includes adverts from the Sedlescombe Parish Magazines, photos provided 

by the Edgar Boxall and Jim Davies, a poster from Derek Wilton’s collection, 
photographs by Frank Johnson, and information from Gerald Hilder and Terry 

Gregory and local newspapers.

part of the 2020 sedlescombe local history virtual exhibition 
Collection added to battle & district historical society website 2024

Copyright © 2024 Pauline Raymond. 
Permission granted to reproduce for personal and educational use only. 

Commercial copying, hiring or lending is prohibited.


	Slide 1: GREGORY & SON, BAKERS OF SEDLESCOMBE
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29

